
The Village is excited to rollout a 
new Façade Improvement Program 
to help local business owners invest 
in Wauconda. We are hopeful that 
this reinvestment by the Village of 
Wauconda into our small business 
owners will help them with their 
maintenance and redevelopment 
plans for the near future. 

The program is very simple; for 
every dollar invested in the build-
ing’s exterior architectural features, 
the business owner will receive 
a reimbursement for ½ of the re-
development funding from the 

Village of Wauconda. For example, 
a $5,000 renovation plan could 
see a potential reimbursement of 
$2,500.00. Applications are being 
accepted and more information 
with regard to this or any other pro-
gram offered by the Village can be 
found at www.wauconda.il.gov or 
call the Community Development 
Department at 
847-526-9609.
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Street Dance  Sept 4

Wauconda Cruise Night

Labor Day
Village Hall Closed
Prairieland Service Delay

Patriot Day
Remembrance Ceremony at Memorial

Sept 21

Sept 6

Sept 11

Trick or Treat 
Main Street

 Oct 24

Halloween
Trick or Treat from 4-8 PM

Oct 31

Election DayNov 2

Veterans Day
Retiring of Banners 

Nov 11

Holiday Street Lighting

Thanksgiving Day
Turkey Trot 5k Race
Prairieland Service Delay

Village Hall Closed

Nov 24

Nov 25

Nov 26



Mayor’s Message
Jeff A. Sode

We have enjoyed an exciting, busy summer 
in the Village so far. We’ve hosted a wide 
range of fun activities, including the Memo-
rial Day Parade and Ceremony, Cruise Night,               
Wauconda Fest, fireworks on the 3rd of July, 

Triathlon, National Night Out and the Farmers' Market—and we have 
more planned before the end of the season.

We’ve also reached some exciting milestones. The Park District set an at-
tendance record at this year’s Wauconda Fest and Wauconda Cruise Nights 
featured the ten thousandth car in July along with a record breaking 832 
vehicles in August.

It has been really exciting to see so many people coming out and enjoy-
ing themselves after a difficult year. I would like to thank all the sponsors, 
committees, CERT, Public Works, Wauconda Park District, Police and Fire 
departments for helping to support these special events. And I would 
also like to thank our many volunteers. We could not successfully hold our 
events without all the individuals who are so willing to step up and offer 
their expertise and assistance.

After nearly four years as Wauconda’s Village Administrator, Kevin Timony 
accepted a new position with the Village of Vernon Hills, which he began in 
July. Kevin was an exemplary administrator during his time in Wauconda, 
and he will be greatly missed. I wish him nothing but continued success in 
his new role.

I’d like to thank Chief of Police David Wermes, who will serve as our Interim 
Village Administrator while we search for a worthy candidate to fill Kevin’s 
shoes in a more permanent capacity. We have already received 32 appli-
cations for the position, and our goal is to have a new person in place no 
later than October.

In other personnel news: Nancy Burton, the Executive Director of the 
Wauconda Park District, will be retiring at the beginning of September after 
25 years. I cannot thank her enough for her long legacy of service to our 
community. I’d also like to congratulate Tim Staton, who has been hired to 
succeed Nancy. Tim previously served as the district’s Director of Recreation.

The Village is in the process of implementing property maintenance compli-
ance, and over the next few months, compliance staffers will be targeting 
certain sections of the Village. Please understand that properly maintained 
property only adds value to the Village and its neighborhoods. We are not 
setting out to be heavy-handed here and ultimately hope to be informative.

Finally, I would like to remind everyone that Fall not only means shorter 
days and falling leaves, it also means it’s Back-to-School season for the 
kids. Please slow down and drive cautiously near bus stops and when 
approaching crosswalks and always stop when the school bus lights are 
flashing and the stop sign is out.  I wish you all a healthy, safe and happy 
start to the Fall season. 
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At an election held at the Pratt Hotel, 
in the town of Wauconda, on the 18th 
day of August, 1877, the legal resi-
dents of the town of Wauconda, voted 
to incorporate a section of territory in 
a forty-nine to twenty-four vote. Fol-
lowing that election, Judge John L. 
Turner notified the Village on August 
25, 1877 that an election would take 
place to elect six trustees. On Tuesday, 
September 18, 1877 the election was 
held at the Pratt House among the six-
teen people named on the ballot, six 
individuals were declared trustees of 
the Village of Wauconda:

• Robert Harrison – 44 votes
• Daniel Oaks – 39 votes
• A.C. Bangs – 44 votes
• P.S. Swenson – 34 votes
• Peter Johnson – 41 votes
• J.A. Hubbard – 41 votes

After administering the oath of of-
fice on September 24, 1877, a four 
to two vote, named Robert Harrison 
the Village of Wauconda’s first Village 
President. The remaining five trust-
ees then cast ballots to elect the first 
Village Clerk, Albert Calkins. The year 
1877 was the only year the Board 
of Trustees elected the Clerk. From 
1878 to the present the people have 
elected the Village Clerk. 

(Source: Proclamation Village of 
Wauconda Centennial Year, 1977)

Village of Wauconda 
History 



The Village of Wauconda will 
host a 20th Anniversary Re-
membrance Ceremony at the 
9/11 Memorial on Saturday, 
September 11. The event will 
commence at 9:30 AM and 
will include a moment of si-
lence for the victims of that 
tragic day with guest speaker 
Ryan Yantis whom survived 
the attacks at the Pentagon, 
and other commemorations. 
We Will Never Forget. 

Each year the Village of Wau-
conda permits Halloween 
Trick or Treating on October 
31, from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM. In 
light of the recent resurgence 
of COVID-19 cases, the Village 
has not yet received guidance 
from the State on this com-
munity activity. The Village will 
continue to monitor and pro-
vide updates as new informa-
tion is received by the Gover-
nor and public health officials. 
Please check the Village’s web-
site and social media pages for 
further updates. 
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9/11                    
Remembrance 
Ceremony

Halloween Trick 
or Treating Hours 

Each and every driver can do their part by remembering school bus safety 
rules and tips. 

• First, drive slowly and look for children waiting at the bus stops, walking or 
riding their bicycles to school. 

• Second, know what the flashing lights indicate. Flashing lights without an ex-
tended arm means the bus is preparing to stop, so proceed with caution. A 
flashing light with the extended stop sign means traffic is required to stop, in 
both directions of a two-lane road. 

• Be careful when pulling up to a bus stop because children might be running 
out to the bus. 

• Finally, when approaching a school zone, avoid any and all distractions, reduce 
speed to 20mph, and always yield the right-of-way to any children or adults in 
the crosswalk area. 

The Wauconda Police Department 
would like to thank the community for 
participating in their annual National 
Night Out (NNO). With well over 1000 
attendees, the event was a huge suc-
cess. NNO was created as a communi-
ty-building campaign that promotes 
police-community partnerships and 
neighborhood camaraderie. Follow us 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WaucondaNNO  for more information 
and sponsorship opportunities. 

National Night Out

Back-to-School Awareness
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On July 1, 2021 GFL Environmental (Green for Life) purchased Prairieland Disposal 
Inc.  All service days, employees, call centers, equipment etc. will stay the same. The 
existing contract between the Village of Wauconda and Prairieland Disposal will 
also remain the same, guaranteeing services and pricing for the life of that contract.
In the coming weeks residents will start receiving new GFL information, please be 
on the lookout for it via mail or email.

Prairieland Service Updates

Each Fall the Village coordinates a FREE curbside residential brush collection for 
tree and shrub branches. Residents that would like to participate in this program 
should have brush placed at the curb no later than 7:00 AM on Monday, October 
18. Please note that materials placed at the curb after that date may not be col-
lected. Twigs and branches must not exceed four (4) inches in diameter and 
must be stacked in the same direction, not bagged or bundled. Piles should 
be placed within eight (8) feet of the curb but not in the street. Brush resulting 
from a major project such as contractors hired by an HOA to trim a subdivision 
do not qualify for this service.

Brush Pick-Up

Prairieland will conduct weekly leaf vacuuming service from October 11 through 
December 10. Residents that would like to participate in this free service should 
rake their leaves to within two (2) feet of the curb by 7:00 AM on the day of their 
normal trash collection.  Leaves that are raked into the street or near an obstruction 
will not be collected. 

In order to ensure proper drainage, depositing of any grass clippings, leaves, brush, 
yard waste, fill, trash debris, obstructions or unwanted materials in a public street, 
public right-of-way, drain, gutter or ditch is prohibited. 

If you have questions regarding leaf vacuuming services, please contact Prairieland 
Disposal at 847-381-9300 or visit their website at www.prairielanddisposal.com/
village-of-wauconda/.

Prairieland Leaf Vacuuming

Textile and clothing waste are a 
significant problem in our coun-
try. It is estimated that nearly 
85% of all clothing and textiles 
end up in landfills. Each year 
SWALCO ranks communities 
by volume of collected textiles 
and clothing. In 2020, the Vil-
lage of Wauconda ranked #9 
in textiles and #10 for Reuse-A-
Shoe, slightly lower than in past 
years due to COVID-19. Below 
are the collection amounts for 
the Village of Wauconda from 
2017 – 2020. 

CLOTHING & TEXTILE         
COLLECTION PROGRAM
Previous Collection Bin Year Volume
2017 - 14,563 pounds 
             (1213/month)
2018 - 16,108 pounds 
             (1342/month)
2019 - 15,718 pounds
             (1310/ month)
2020 – 11,320 pounds 
             (943/month)

REUSE-A-SHOE
Previous Reuse-A-Shoe Year Volume
2017 - 5588 pounds
2018 - 5337 pounds
2019 - 2408 pounds
2020 – 329 pounds 

This community has done an 
outstanding job over the last 
couple years of keeping these 
items out of the landfills. Please 
keep in mind that SWALCO 
accepts new and gently used 
materials in addition to worn 
materials. SWALCO will reuse, 
repurpose or recycle all suitable 
materials. SWALCO will also 
accept leftover clothing, tex-
tiles and shoes from rummage 
sales. Schools, churches, and 
other organizations may con-
tact SWALCO at 847-377-4950 
to coordinate a pick-up. 

SWALCO

Prairieland Senior Discount
Prairieland offers a 10% Senior Discount for residents 65 or 
older. To apply for this discount, residents should contact 
Prairieland at sales@prairielanddisposal.com or by phone at 
847-381-9300. $
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Residents are allowed to have recreational fires as long as they meet all guide-
lines set forth in the Village Code. Devices such as outdoor fireplaces, commer-
cially manufactured steel or ceramic portable fireplaces, chimneys, and portable 
fire pits may fit the criteria. Stationary firepits may also be allowed but must be 
built below ground with a minimum depth of ten (10) inches and surrounded 
by non-combustible material. Community of HOA bonfires must be approved 
by the Wauconda Fire District and permitted by the Community Development 
Department. An application can be found by visiting the Village of Wauconda 
website at www.wauconda-il.gov/Bonfire-Application. 

Safety Tip: A person over the age of 18 must be present to supervise any type of fire, 
recreational or permitted bonfire. A hose or fire extinguishing equipment should be 
accessible nearby and burning shall not take place if winds exceed 10 miles per hour. 

Open Burning

Generally, water consumption is higher during the summer due to watering of 
lawns, filling pools, power washing homes, decks and gardening. The Village of 
Wauconda bills one month after a water meter reading is taken. For example: 
meter reading is taken 6-5-2021 and then again on 7-5-2021 you will be billed for 
your that usage period on 8-1-2021. Utility Billing always runs statements on the 
first business day of each month. The billing cycle is generally 30 days but can 
fluctuate due to changing out water meters and or readers, holidays or other 
unforeseen factors that may delay staff from taking meter readings. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the extreme drought experienced by most Lake County 
residents this summer, the Village of Wauconda Utility Billing Department is ex-
pecting higher than normal water billing for August, September, and possibly 
October. It is always a good practice during the summer months to keep a log 
of when watering your lawn, garden, power washing and filling your pool. This 
can act as a reference when questioning increases. The permanent outdoor water 
use conservation period is in effect from June 1 through September 15 each year. 
Abiding by this Village Ordinance will more than likely lower your monthly bill. 

If you are experiencing financial hardship and need payment assistance or 
have a question regarding your utility bill, please contact Utility Billing at 
847-526-9604 or email waterbilling@wauconda-il.gov for more information.

Summer / Fall Utility Bills

The Village of Wauconda has 
an ordinance regarding trash 
container storage for days 
that are NOT a trash pick-up 
day. They should always be 
stored in a neat, composed 
and complementary way. The 
lists below identify acceptable 
and not acceptable storage 
locations:

Storage of 
Trash and        
Recycling   
Containers

Places where residents
CAN store trash containers:
• In a garage
• A rear yard
• Detached garage
• Fully enclosed shed

Places where residents 
are NOT allowed to 
store trash containers:
• On the driveway
• Front yards
• In side yards within ten 
 (10) feet of the lot line



The Highland Terrace annexation, zoning, and development was approved by the 
Village Board on May 18, 2004. The original plan was for 57 condominium town-
home units, however,  the plans were amended on October 4, 2005 and 29 units 
were added for a total of 86 dwelling units.

Prior to the residential collapse, the developer built and sold 23 dwelling units, 
leaving the remainder sitting dormant for the last 16 years. We have received nu-
merous inquiries over the past three years and finally have a developer ready to 
step up and build out the remaining 63 units. These units will be similar in exterior 
character (architecture), floor plan, size, and bedroom count to the original units.

The first of the new units will be under construction yet this year (2021) with a model 
opening in Spring, 2022. 

Highland Terrace

As a friendly reminder, no parking is allowed on Village streets between 2:00 AM 
and 6:00 AM. If you are unable to move your vehicle, please submit an overnight 
parking request through Frontline, which is accessible through the Village web-
site or www.frontlinepss.com/Wauconda. This easy to use online form asks 
for basic location and vehicle details so residents can avoid receiving a citation. 
Please also remember that no parking is allowed on Village streets when there is 
an accumulation of two (2) inches or more of snow.  

Overnight Parking

The Department of Community Development has welcomed a new member to 
the team whom is responsible for compliance issues related to building, zoning 
and property maintenance. The new team member will be inspecting throughout 
the Village Monday through Friday looking for property violations.

Should you receive a door knocker, it’s not a citation with a fine, it’s our neigh-
borly way of alerting you to a violation. However, should we come back at a later 
date and still find the violation has not been abated a citation with a fine could 
be assessed up to $750.00 per day back to the original notice date.

Code Compliance Officer
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Building permits are necessary 
to ensure that any proposed 
work to be done is designed 
and constructed in accordance 
with the Village of Wauconda 
Building Code and Zoning 
regulations. 

The following are common 
projects that require a building 
permit:
• Accessory structures 
 (sheds, garage)
• Basement remodel
• Brick patios / decks
• Demolitions
• Driveways
• Electrical alterations
• Fences
• Fire pits / open fires
• Piers and docks
• Plumbing alterations
• Roofing
• Seawalls & shoreline 
 protection
• Siding, soffit & fascia
• Swimming pools 
 and hot tubs

The following projects do not 
require a permit:
• Door or window same size 

replacement
• Furnace replacement
• Gutters & downspouts
• Water heater replacement

Do I Need a 
Permit? 
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NEW Meeting 
Structure & 
Schedule

The Wauconda Police Department participates in Lake County’s “A Way Out” 
program, which offers substance abuse treatment to Lake County residents. 
Interested persons may enter the Police Department lobby and request to par-
ticipate in the program. After normal business hours, the phone near the Police 
Department entrance may be used. Qualified persons will be transported to 
Gateway Foundation Alcohol & Drug Treatment Centers in Lake Villa or where 
occupancy availability exists for an evaluation. Health insurance is not required. 

Those interested in participating will be required to turn over to police any drugs 
or contraband in their possession. In most cases, the participants will not be ar-
rested or charged for possessing any unlawful substances; however, depending 
on the quantity of narcotics and/or other investigative information, the Police De-
partment retains discretion to arrest and charge if appropriate. A person cannot 
participate in this program if they currently have an active warrant for their arrest 
or they are using it as a means to avoid prosecution of other criminal charges. 

This program is available to Lake County residents only through the Wauconda 
Police Department, but we will assist non-Lake County residents by facilitating a 
connection with another appropriate law enforcement agency. You can visit our 
website www.awayoutlc.org to view participating agencies.

It has been a busy summer season for Wauconda Public Works. Between the re-
cent storms, the many summer events, and just normal infrastructure mainte-
nance, staff has gone above and beyond to keep Wauconda’s streets, sidewalks 
and sanitary sewer system functioning. 

Residents can expect to see the first phase of the REBUILD Illinois (RBI) Street Im-
provement Project begin in mid-September. Streets in this program will include: 
Clearview Avenue, Foster Road, Woodland Road, Grand Boulevard, Sky Hill Road, 
Parkview Drive, Vista View Drive, Clover Road, Minerva Avenue, Walnut Road, and 
the Village’s portion of Garland Road. 

Finally, in partnership with the Village’s engineering firm RHMG, multiple facil-
ity improvements will be sent out for bid this fall. Those projects include lift station 
improvements, control building roof replacement, and Wastewater Treatment 
Plant improvements.

Public Works Department Update

A Way Out 

FALL MEETINGS:
September 7 and 20

October 5 and 19
November 2 and 16

The Village of Wauconda Board 
of Trustees has begun the tran-
sition from the standing com-
mittee structure to Committee 
of the Whole meetings. The 
previous structure included four 
separate committees which met 
once a month. This change will 
allow for more efficient debate 
on discussion items and recom-
mendations to the Village Board 
for final action. 

Village Board Meetings are held 
at 6:00 PM in the Village Hall 
Board Room, located at 101 
North Main Street. Immediate-
ly following each Village Board 
Meeting, the Mayor and Trust-
ees will meet as the Committee 
of the Whole to discuss Village 
business. 
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Group 2
Parkview Drive
Vista View Drive
Garland Road

Group 1
Clearview Avenue
Foster Road
Woodland Road

Grand Boulevard
Sky Hill Road

Group 3
Clover Road
Walnut Road
Minerva Ave

STREET NAME
Group 1
Group 2
Group 3

ESTIMATED COST
$512,000
$211,000
$258,000

TOTAL ESTIMATED 
PROJECT COST

$981,000

The Village will capture $1.2 
million in taxpayer and water 
utility user savings by refunding 
old bonds at around record low 
interest rate levels. The savings 
come in the form of reduced 
interest costs over the next 
14 years. The proceeds of the 
bonds to be refunded were orig-
inally used to fund water and 
sewer improvement projects in-
cluding bringing Lake Michigan 
water to the Village. The new 
refunding bonds are expected 
to close in late September.

Bond Refunding 
Saves Wauconda 
$1.2 Million
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Property Taxes
By now, most residents have received their 2020 property tax 
bills. The pie charts below show what taxing bodies receive 
your property tax dollars as well as the portion they receive 
and how the tax dollars received by the Village are spent. The 
Village receives $1.546 of every $100 of taxable Equalized As-
sessed Value or EAV within its corporate boundaries which 

represents 13.7% of the 2020 property tax bill. For addi-
tional information on the Village’s finances, visit the Village 
of Wauconda Transparency Portal on the website at 
www.wauconda-il.gov/your_government/financials.php
or call 847-526-9600 to speak with the Finance Department. 

Mayor Jeff A. Sode
Village Board Members
John Barbini
Tim Howe
Village Clerk Virginia “Gigi” Radcliffe
Village Hall 847-526-9600
Public Works 847-526-9610
Community Development 847-526-9609
Utility Billing 847-526-9604 
Police Non-Emergency 847-526-2421

101 North Main Street
Wauconda, IL 60084

Wauconda-Il.gov
Commercial use or reproduction of any materials contained in this 
newsletter is prohibited without permission of the Village of Wauconda.

@VillageofWauconda     
@Wauconda60084     
Village of Wauconda     
Wauconda_60084
Village of Wauconda, Illinois

Adam Schlick
Tom Shaw

Jennifer Kuhn
Nicole M. Ferrier

A translated version of the newsletter is available on the Village 
website at wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters. Una versión traducida 
del boletín informativo está disponible en el sitio web de la 
Ciudad en: wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters

WHERE DO YOUR PROPERTY TAX DOLLARS GO? HOW ARE THE VILLAGE'S TAX LEVY DOLLARS SPENT?


